HUMAN   DEVELOPMENT	H
mischief.1 The nineteenth century was the age of the child;
and happily there are many signs that in the twentieth century
the adolescent is to have his turn. We are beginning to under-
stand—and all proposals for the extension of the school-
leaving age should drive home the lesson with increased energy
— that adolescence is the period of adventure, of sudden
growth, of intense intellectual vivacity, of insatiable curiosity,
of strange conversions, of illimitable horizons; it is "the
Renaissance Age of the individual."2
Maturity We come now to the period of early manhood or
womanhood, terminating, let us say, at about the
thirty-fifth year, when maturity, implying the full possession of
one's physical and mental powers, has been reached— not
often, however, with the degree of sober judgment which the
riper experience of later years normally brings* It has been
said, probably with much truth, that the dominant passion of
this period is that of ambition, the desire to excel, the love of
power. Not, of course, that ambition is by any means confined
to this period of life, but ambition is very often the peculiar
strength and the peculiar danger of the period. It is the age at
which a young man desires to build up a good business, to
attain a good position in an office, to reach distinction in a
profession, or to come forward in public life. Such ambition,
within proper limits, is good both for the individual and for
society. It is simply a case of the strong man rejoicing in his
strength. It need not be the ruthless egoism which elbows
weaker folk aside, and pushes to the front. A woman's ambi-
tion, it may be added, is apt to be transferred to her husband
or her children. She is often ambitious, and sometimes
unscrupulously so, directly for them, and only indirectly for
herself,
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* J. Dover Wilson, Humanism in the Continuation School, p* 34,

